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1. Role Models and the shaping of (digital) youth

2. What do we know about children's rights in a 
digital world?

3. How are children's rights in the digital classroom 
affected?

4. How can we turn the tide? Change our attitude 
towards technology & involving youth

5. Practicing: 'talking tough' - (digital) topics

Program
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But first a 'quiz': 

Do you know the online teenager 
and his digital environment?
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Do you know the online teenager 
and his digital environment?
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3. How are children's rights in the digital classroom affected?

4. How can we turn the tide? Change our attitude towards 
technology & involving youth

5. Practising: 'talking tough' - (digital) topics

Program



Role model:

.



Role model:

Janus Korczak
(1878-1942)

Pioneering educator and advocate for 
children's rights

► Dedicated his life to the welfare and 
education of children, advocating for 
their rights and respect as 
individuals.

Innovator in child-centered pedagogy
► Implemented groundbreaking 

methods in education and childcare, 
including self-governance, 
democratic institutions within 
orphanages, and a focus on 
emotional development.

Moral and ethical Leader
► Exhibited unparalleled moral 

integrity, choosing to accompany the 
children under his care to the 
Treblinka extermination camp, 
despite being offered safety, 
embodying his commitment to them.
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► Respect for the child

► Treating children with dignity and understanding their 
individuality.

► Children's rights

► Advocating for children as full human beings with inherent 
rights.

► Self-governance and democracy

► Implementing self-governance systems, including a children's 
court, to foster responsibility and community.

► Empathy and emotional development

► Emphasizing the importance of nurturing children's emotional 
well-being alongside their intellectual growth.

► Education tailored to the individual

► Adapting educational approaches to meet the unique needs and 
abilities of each child.

Janusz Korczak's pedagogy: key elements
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► To safeguard the rights of children in the online world, the UN 
Committee on the Rights of the Child published General 
Comment 25 in 2021.

► In it, the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child makes 
recommendations to countries on how children's rights can 
best be respected in the digital environment.

► The UN Committee advocates for the development of robust 
legislation and regulation, and specific policies concerning 
children's rights in the digital world

2. What do we know about children's rights in a digital 
world?
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The internet as 'new frontier' versus harmful 
online content & conduct



A Dutch 'translation' of 'comment 25': 
Code for Children's Rights for developers & 
policymakers
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3. How are children's rights in the digital 
classroom affected?

4. How can we turn the tide? Change our attitude 
towards technology & involving youth

5. Practising: 'talking tough' - (digital) topics



Digital developments 
in education, 
urging for an ethical 
perspective

More and more technology for
learning

The massive influence of 
(commercial) 'big tech'

The development of all kinds of 
monitoring

The gathering and analyzing of 
data

The rapid development of AI



Children's rights
(promoted and) harmed

Privacy
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"The school as a sanctuary is not a school that is oblivious to the world. It is a 
school that understands that education has an important role to fulfill for society. 
But the school as a sanctuary also offers sufficient shelter – to the pupil and the 
teacher – so that the wonder of a new beginning can unfold anew each week."

Biesta, G. (2023). De school als vrijplaats. Over geïnspireerd goed onderwijs. 
Woerden, Verus.

The school as a sanctuary?
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Technology is not neutral
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We are not neutral - thankfully
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"Children are not the people of tomorrow, but 
are people of today. They have a right to be 
taken seriously, and to be treated with 
tenderness and respect. They should be 
allowed to grow into whoever they were 
meant to be. 'The unknown person' inside of 
them is our hope for the future." - Janusz 
Korczak

Involving youth
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► Student councils

► Lessons on digital citizenship

► Let them create alternative technology

► ?

Give them a strong voice in decision making on 
technology at schools – ethical deliberation
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The Ethics Compass: an 
ethical delibaration in 7 steps

Determine the 
most important 
values

Formulate the
ethical question: 
is it good to …?

Collect the initial
reactions

Formulate pros 
and cons

Weigh the pros 
and cons

Formulate the
answer

Evaluate
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What values (in Dutch: 'waarden') do you regard as key for
you – as a person, as a school or as a community?
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Case: Monitorsoftware
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Casus: Impero

Using this monitor software at your school – how does it promote and 
/ or harm your values?



Ways of seeing and being – with technology. Ethical 
perspectives on educational technology

Hands – What does the technology deliver?

• What goal do we want to achieve with this technology?

• Is this the best way, or are there other ways to achieve this goal?

• How do we do this within existing legal frameworks (such as: GPDR, children's rights)

Head – Who is in charge?
• What happens under the hood of technology?
• What 'scripts' are in the technology? Whose interests do they serve?
• What does this technology bring to the forefront, and what gets pushed to the background?

Heart – How does technology shape us as humans?

• How does this technology influence our way of being in the world? (think about: our way of 
thinking, perceiving, acting, our relationships with others, with ourselves)

• What does this technology make possible in our human existence, and what is at risk of 
dissapearing?



“een hulpmiddel binnen Teams dat 

leerlingen helpt hun gevoelens op een 

veilige en leuke manier te identificeren 

en uit te drukken, hun emotionele 

woordenschat op te bouwen en 

leerkrachten inzichten te geven die ze 

nodig hebben om hen te ondersteunen”. 
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Casus Reflect
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A teacher at a primary school suggests to work with Reflect from Microsoft, a tool that helps pupils to talk 

about their emotions. The team decides to investigate Reflect and talk about it.

Casus: Reflect

1) All of you are the team

2) Is this a good idea, or not? 



Ways of seeing and being – with technology. Ethical 
perspectives on educational technology

Hands – What does the technology deliver?

• What goal do we want to achieve with this technology?

• Is this the best way, or are there other ways to achieve this goal?

• How do we do this within existing legal frameworks (such as: GPDR, children's rights)

Head – Who is in charge?
• What happens under the hood of technology?
• What 'scripts' are in the technology? Whose interests do they serve?
• What does this technology bring to the forefront, and what gets pushed to the background?

Heart – How does technology shape us as humans?

• How does this technology influence our way of being in the world? (think about: our way of 
thinking, perceiving, acting, our relationships with others, with ourselves)

• What does this technology make possible in our human existence, and what is at risk of 
dissapearing?



To take 
home

► http://kn.nu/weighingvalues
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► R.pijpers@kennisnet.nl

► LinkedIn: remcopijpers

Remco Pijpers

mailto:R.pijpers@kennisnet.nl
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