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About me in a nutshell

- eTwinning and Digital Thematic
week ambassador

- EU Code Week leading teacher
- Editor-in-chief
- Teacher of English and ICT 

projectwork
- 2 kids
- Lowcarb cakes and cookies
- Treadmill
- pink
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In this keynote we will explore:

- Basics of PBL in practice
- The changing roles of teachers in PBL
- PBL and vocational education
- Identifying the key elements of successful

projects
- Good practices from Hungary:

- Digital Thematic Week
- EU Code Week as thematic week
- eTwinning

- From PBL to action pedagogy – an insight to
future plans



PBL in practice, the changing role of 
teachers



Source: PBL Works

”Doing a project”
- A dessert project
- Feels like a treat
- An add-on to

traditional
education

- Product-focused
- Remains within

the school world
- Can be 

completed at
home/alone

Project-based
learning
- The project is 

the unit
- Focused on

process and 
product

- Real-world
context and 
application

- Shared beyond
the classroom

- Involves
collaboration



Importance of PBL in vocational education 
and training



- Connecting theory and practice
- Visible end-results
- Getting prepared for the ”project exam” , 

done in groups! 
- PBL serves as a bridge between education 

and work
- Counter-balance demotivation, avoidance 

attitude and previous negative learning 
experiences

- From bare minimum to a need for quality 
work



Key elements of a successful project

(the way I see it)



Key element nr 1:

Identifying a real-world topic
appealing to both student and teachers,

at the same time adapting
to your needs and also possibilities



• Projects moving
to online, then
hybrid forms

• A sense of 
security, but also
resilience

Online education to
to covid

• Simulating real-
life situations

• Responsibilities, 
entrepreneurship

Addressing the
needs of the future

workplace
• Breaking down 

myths

• Engagement of 
teachers

Choosing topics of 
interest

• Professional 
development

• Technological
advancement

Cranking up year by
year



Key element nr 2:

Involving students in the decision-making
and organisational process



Organisers

Mentors

The staff



Key element nr 3:

Involving stakeholders from education



Involvement of:

- The whole school
- Local community (local government)
- Local authorities (transportation company)
- Experts on both national and international level
- Companies
- Local educational institutions
- Parents
- Former students already working in their

profession



Key element nr 4:

Evaluation and assessment





Key element nr 5:

Publishing, presenting
and sharing the products





Key element nr 6:

Little extra things ending in lightbulb moments





Some good practices from Hungary

BMSZC Petrik Lajos Bilingual Vocational School, Budapest



My examples are going to be

EU Code Week

- A grassroots
initiative

- Bring coding and 
literacy to everbody

- Celebrates
creativity

- Organising activities
and adding them to
codeweek.eu 

Digital Thematic Week

- Organised yearly
since 2016

- 21st century skill
development
through PBL

- Professional 
support and 
networking

- Rewarding
innovative practice

eTwinning projects

- An online network
and inspiring
community

- Collaborative
projects in a safe
environment

- Awards and 
competitions

- eTwinning schools
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Project example 1: Futuropia

Format: online 
Nr. Of students: 45
Main idea: the foundation of the
city and region of the future
based on sustainability
Products and outcomes:
- Foundational documents, flag

and hymn of the city
- City built in Simcity
- Transporation modernized
- Shared roles and 

responsibilites

Project example 2: La Petrique

Format: in person
Nr. Of students: 50
Main idea: connecting the 3 
branches of our school in a cross-
curricular project
Products and outcomes:
- Students forming cosmetic

companies
- Creating their very own

products
- A group of volunteer teachers

and students as testers
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- A whole thematic week
dedicated to coding and 
algorithmic thinking

- Breaking down the myth around
coding

- Inviting as many non-IT students
and girls as possible





Palette of perspectives

- duration: 6 months
- 6 countries
- promoting cross-cultural understanding 

and artistic skills
- Taking on different roles each month:

- Sound artists
- Rewriters
- Designers
- Researchers
- Reviewers
- Producers
- Debaters

https://www.incredibox.com/mix/586164e37536c1d91b5a-v3


Glimpse into our future:

From PBL to action pedagogy



A combination 
of several 

pedagogical 
elements e.g. 

frontal teaching, 
PBL or even 

research

Key element 1:

Dealing with a 
topic that 

directly concerns 
the target group

Key element 2:

Those involved 
initiate the 

investigation of 
the topic

Key element 3: 

There is some 
action involved 

with a social 
effect for the 
betterment of 

society

Being active 
citizens, 

acquisition of 
democratic 

values 

What is action pedagogy?



More ideas, ICT tools and projects are
coming:



Thank you
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Sources and links:

- Dessert projects and PBL https://www.pblworks.org/doing-project-vs-project-based-learning
- www.codeweek.eu
- https://school-education.ec.europa.eu/en/etwinning

https://www.pblworks.org/doing-project-vs-project-based-learning
http://www.codeweek.eu/
https://school-education.ec.europa.eu/en/etwinning
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